








Hearn Gulch is located just north of Iverson Road on 
Highway One. Look for the chains and bollards. You can 
take a trail out to the headlands or the trail down to the 
small pocket beach.
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	 Hearn Gulch Headlands offers visitors 
both an expansive bluff top view of the ocean 
and a small pocket beach sheltered among 
the craggy rocks. When RCLC purchased the 
property in 2001 with funds from the Coastal 
Conservancy, the bluff top was a barren rutted 
patch of land, and the trail down to the beach 
was steep and difficult to descend. 
	 With the help of grants from the Coastal 
Conservancy and the Community Foundation 
of Mendocino County, RCLC volunteers 
protected the bluff top from further damage 
and restored it to its natural state. Volunteers 
have also built a new trail out to the bluff edge 
and made the existing trail down to the beach 
much easier and safer to use. An area defined 
by bollards and chains was built along Highway 
One, providing easy parking for visitors. 
 	 RCLC is now working with nearby 
landowners to explore the possibility of 
acquiring land or easements to protect property 
adjacent to Hearn Gulch from possible 
development.

Spring wildflowers along Hearn Gulch bluffs and trails
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In Memory of 
Ray and Florence Van de Water

from Ken & Marian Brown

Jerry Petersen
from John & Jackie Petersen

Nancy Powers
from Barbara Gomes

Richard Borg
from Iris Borg

Joann Harris
from Linda Bostwick & Mel Smith

Memorial and Commemorative Gifts
Many donors contribute gifts to RCLC in memory of friends, family members and colleagues or to honor significant events in people’s lives. These 
gifts are used to enhance public enjoyment of our coastline and are a wonderful legacy for those who wish to preserve the beauty of our natural 
environment.
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	 As part of our mission to preserve and protect our local natural environment, RCLC works with local 
landowners to establish and maintain conservation easements. Through easements or outright land donations, 
landowners can set aside all or part of their property for future generations and protect it from logging or other 
development. Landowners who establish conservation easements or donate land to the RCLC are making a 
generous contribution to the local community. However, they may not have the financial means to provide a 
stewardship endowment for the care and protection of the easement.

Why a Stewardship Fund is needed
	 RCLC has established a Stewardship Fund to meet the costs 
of maintaining conservation easements and donated land under 
its care. Creating an easement is just the first step in protecting  a 
piece of land. Whenever RCLC accepts a conservation easement, 
we are accepting the responsibility to monitor and enforce that 
easement in perpetuity. While we welcome this responsibility 
because it is an important part of our mission, accepting an 
easement means permanently committing to stewardship of the 
land it protects. 
	 As the agency responsible for managing the easement, 
RCLC  regularly monitors the property and notes any threats to the 
preservation of the land the easement was designed to protect. In some cases, RCLC might also participate in 
the physical maintenance or restoration of land within the easement. RCLC must also be prepared to enforce the 
terms of the easement if necessary.
	 RCLC is also responsible for land it has purchased or has received as a donation. Stewardship 
responsibilities for these fee lands include the preparation and implementation of management plans, 
monitoring the property, maintaining the property by removing non-native plants and restoring damaged areas 
to their natural state, providing and maintaining trails, parking areas, benches, signs and other facilities in public 
access areas, and paying for any permits, taxes or legal costs associated with the property.
	 RCLC is currently working with property owners who have expressed interest in donating land to RCLC or 
in creating conservation easements to protect important habitat. When these properties become part of RCLC’s 
responsibilities, we will need help from our members to maintain and protect them. If you are interested in 
contributing to the RCLC Stewardship Fund, please send your donation to RCLC Stewardship Fund, P.O. Box 
1511, Gualala, CA 95445-1511 or use the enclosed envelope.

Eric Bradford
from Elizabeth Bradford

Lisa Gewing
from Heinz Gewing

Gene Rosholt
from Margie Rosholt

Frank Klembeck
Jackie Petersen

from Don & Marcia Heimburger
Lois & Harry Lutz

Mary Sue Ittner & Bob Rutemoeller

In Honor of 
Shirley & Dwight Eberly

from Rosemarie Hocker

Helena & Willem Ijams
from Anne Hendricks

Mary Sue Ittner
from Nell Susalla

Denny Gold

Foxie the trail lovin’ dog
from Harmony & Sus

Importance of the RCLC Stewardship Fund

Photo: Laurie Mueller
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	 RCLC continues to wait 
for the Coastal Commission to 
complete its review of property 
owner John Bower’s proposal to 
build a 400-foot retaining wall 
system along the bluff face behind 
the Surf Super. 
	 The Commission began its 
review of the application in April 
2008, finding that there were 
substantial indications that Mr. 
Bower’s proposal did not conform 
to the Local Coastal Plan. Because 
the construction of Mr. Bower’s 
project, if approved, would require 
tearing up part of the trail, RCLC 
volunteers have been waiting 
for a ruling by the Commission 
before they complete work on the 
segment which would be most 
affected.
	 In the meantime, volunteers 
and a part-time contract worker 
continue to maintain completed 
parts of the trail, including the 
removal of invasive weeds and the  
tending of recent plantings which 
are not yet fully established. 
	 Mary Sue Ittner, who has 
resolutely continued building 
the trail toward completion 
despite many frustrations and 
setbacks, has decided to step 
down after serving for six? 
years as the Gualala Bluff Trail 
Project Manager. RCLC and 
the community can thank the 
persistence and hard work of Mary 
Sue, Ray Jackman, and the faithful 
band of volunteers who have 
built this beautiful trail step by 
step with shovels, pickaxes, and 
countless wheelbarrow loads of 
dirt and gravel.
	 The Project Manager not 
only plans and supervises trail 
construction and maintenance, but 
interacts with County officials, the 

Gualala Bluff Trail Completion Still On Hold
Coastal Commission, the Coastal Conservancy and landowners  
who own property along the trail. If you would be interested in helping 
with the management of the Gualala Bluff Trail, please contact RCLC at 
884-4464.

Photo: Bob Rutemoeller
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Photo: Mary Sue Ittner

The Coastal Commission has required Mr. Bower to repair this 100 foot retaining wall 
which failed in February 2006, taking part of the trail easement with it. He has proposed 
to replace it with a 400-foot-long retaining wall system along the full extent of the bluff 
face, which he believes will be of greater benefit to his plans for future development. 

Mary Sue Ittner, Dard Hunter, Jim Suhr, George Marshall and Ray Jackman take a 
break from setting new plants in place along the Gualala Bluff Trail.
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PLEASE CHECK YOUR NEWSLETTER LABEL
The number to the left of your name indicates the date of your most recent contribution to RCLC . An “09” means that your last gift was during this year. If there is 
or an  “07” or “08” (or no number) to the left of your name, please consider making a gift to support the work of the RCLC. A contribution form is printed on the 
return envelope in this issue.
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	 Rozanne Rapozo’s love 
of photography started the first 
moment she saw an image emerge 
from a blank piece of paper in a 
college darkroom. Although  she 
deeply enjoyed taking photographs, 
her professional career and a busy 
travel schedule kept her out of the 
darkroom for the majority of her 
adult life. 
	 Upon retiring, she renewed 
her interest in photography. 
She learned the importance of 
patience, waiting for the right light, 
understanding animal behavior. She 
says, “Sometimes I happen to be 
there just when Nature decides it is 
time for someone to take a picture.”

Rozanne Rapozo Photo Wins RCLC  Award

Surf’s Up —This engaging photograph of a young harbor seal received RCLC¹s 
Environmental Award at this year¹s Art in the Redwoods Festival.




