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Redwood Coast
		 Land Conservancy
Dedicated to protection of open spaces and natural resources from the Navarro to the Russian rivers

Thanks to years of steady 		
perseverance, RCLC is close to
completing two key coastal access
projects at Cooks Beach and Hearn
Gulch Headlands. After thousands
of volunteer hours and innumerable
consultations with county planners,
Coastal Conservancy staff, Cal
Trans surveyors, contractors, civil
engineers, neighbors, trail designers
and native plant experts, much of
the major work has been completed
on both projects.
The beach at Hearn Gulch is a
sheltered cove nestled between steep
bluffs, while Cooks Beach is an
expansive sandy crescent. The trail
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Hearn Gulch & Cooks Beach Projects Near Completion

View of sea stacks from Hearn Gulch headlands.
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improvements made by RCLC contractors and
volunteers will provide easier access to beautiful
spots along our coast this summer and enjoy the
improvements your support of RCLC has helped
make possible.
Hearn Gulch Headlands is located off Highway
One just north of Iverson Road. You can park
at the pullout and walk along the trail to the
headlands or down to the secluded beach.
Cooks Beach is located two miles north of
Gualala. To reach the bluff overlooking the beach,
turn off Highway One at Old State Highway
across from Glennen Drive and travel to the north
end of the road. From there you can walk down
Bonham Trail to the beach below.

View from bluff overlooking Cooks Beach.
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Photo: Laurie Mueller

President’s Corner

Redwood Coast Land Conservancy

This year RCLC members and
volunteers have much to celebrate. Two
of our coastal access projects are nearing
completion after many years of planning
and hard work.
The Hearn Gulch Headlands
project was begun in late 2001 with the
purchase of the north end of the bluffs
and the beach through grants from the
Coastal Conservancy and CalTrans.
RCLC President Laurie Mueller
RCLC volunteers Dave Scholz and George
Anderson have managed the lengthy process of planning the project,
working with State and County agencies, acquiring the necessary funding
and permits, and coordinating the construction of the parking area and
trails to the headlands and down to the beach.
The Cooks Beach/Bonham Trail project was begun in 2003 when
RCLC accepted the Bonham family’s offer to dedicate a public right of
access down to Cooks Beach. RCLC Board member Irene Leidner is
heading up the effort to complete the project first undertaken by RCLC’s
late founding member Ray Van de Water. Although some work still needs
to be done on the Bonham Trail and the platform overlooking Cooks
Beach, many trail improvements have been made including a new set
of steps down to the beach. You can read Irene’s engaging tale of how
RCLC volunteers and contractors met the recent challenge posed by a
rogue redwood log on page four.
Of course, some challenges and obstacles still remain. We are
waiting for Coastal Commission decisions before we can complete the
section of the Bluff Trail behind Surf Super, and we are still working on a
practicable engineering solution for the trail and viewing platform for the
Saint Orres Cove.
But there are new opportunities as
well. As we near completion on some
projects, RCLC is exploring opportunities
for possible new conservation and public
access projects that will benefit our local
community.
We want to thank you for your
continuing support of RCLC. As your
local land trust, RCLC relies on the
perseverance of our volunteers and the
support of our members to undertake and
complete these projects to protect our
natural environment.

RCLC board members, friends and volunteers on site visit to
local coastal property.
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Hearn Gulch Trail To Beach is Improved
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Project Leader David Scholz reports on the work that
RCLC volunteers have done this summer to improve the
trail down to the beach at the north end of Hearn Gulch
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Ray Jackman has installed a couple of
railroad ties to even out some of the overly
steep steps down to the beach. However, there
still is a need for one or more railroad ties to

View of Saunders Reef from Hearn Gulch Headlands. The reef is proposed as a new State
Marine Protected Area because of its rich biological diversity.

complete the improvement of this section.
Installing the pipes for the rope railing
proved to be quite a task. We strengthened
three key steel pipe “anchors” with cement
bases, which required the rental of a twoman mechanical auger to dig the holes. We
used four men on the two-man auger as the
steep, narrow and rocky geography was a real
challenge. (Unfortunately, since I was one of
the four, no pictures were taken; probably just
as well since all spouses might not agree this
was typical volunteer work!)
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Rope railing and cemented rocks improve access to Hearn Beach

All other pipes were sledge-hammered in (practically all
by superman Ray). The rope railing over the last steep part
of the beach trail is now in place. We ended up having more
rope than we needed, so we left the extra length doublebacked over the last two steel pipes. Next month, we’ll
decide on the best method to finish it off. We’ve already
received compliments from some of the visitors on the
value of the railing.
The custom footing at
the terminus of the trail on
the beach itself also took
quite some effort by Ray,
George Anderson, George
Marshall, et al, carrying,
piling up and cementing
large (heavy) native rocks.
As with the rope railing,
only time will tell how
effective the approach we
have taken here will be
versus the original idea of
cable steps.
What’s next? After we
put some final touches on
Ray Jackman sets pipes for railing down
to the beach
the beach trail, we will be
working with Jon Thompson on invasive plant eradication.
He will identify the plants later this summer and fall. Then
we’ll have a call for volunteers to dispatch the invaders.

Hearn Gulch Volunteers

RCLC would like to thank the following volunteers for their work on Hearn Gulch:
George Anderson
Ray Jackman
Harry Lutz
George Marshall

John Moelter
Fred McElroy
David Scholz
Jim Suhr

Thanks also to contractor Ken Spacek for his expert work with his
mini-Bobcat and to consultant Jon Thompson for his guidance on
native plant restoration.
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Redwood Log Removed from Storm-Battered Beach
January storms, accompanied by heavy
rains and high tides, battered and destroyed
the steps at Cooks Beach and resculpted
the beach itself to a significant degree. The
photo to the right shows the beach right
after the January storms, when significant
bluff erosion was evident, and only a rocky
shore remained. A very large redwood log,
which had been a significant and highly
prized feature of this scenic cove, acted
as a battering ram, as the overflowing
Glennen Creek pushed it out towards the
ocean, and the heavy surf pounded it back
in again towards the bluff. Consequently
contractors Charlie Ivor and Brian Dillman
advised RCLC that the log had to be
removed.
Cooks Beach after winter storms. The large redwood is in back below the man sitting on the bluff.
Darryl Rippey, a local miller, agreed
to bring his Alaskan SawMill to the beach,
where he and his crew spent a week preparing and
cutting slabs from this large piece of driftwood.
The first cuts showed this to be a prime piece of
redwood, so rather than allow the pieces to drift out
to sea, many volunteers, from both Gualala and Sea
Ranch, experimented and struggled to get the slabs,
each weighing from 100 to 400 pounds, up the trail.
The first attempts to bring the slabs up the trail used
a small 4-wheeled cart, five strong volunteers, and
the (most welcome) use of a chainsaw- powered
winch, donated for the job and expertly run by Ken
Reynoldson.
Dragging slabs up from the beach.
The winch, which was moved a number of times
due to the curvature of the trail, worked beautifully.
The little cart survived the first slab bravely, but
Darryl Rippey and crew cut slabs on the beach.

succumbed during the second run with a broken
axle and punctured wheel. Ken then put together a
wooden “sled,” a piece of plywood on a couple of
2x4s, and this has gamely brought the remaining
slabs up the trail. The pictures give you some idea of
the immensity of this job, and RCLC is grateful not
only to Ken Reynoldson, but also to regulars Larry
Nelson, John Moelter, Bill Davy, Joel Chaban, Lois
and Harry Lutz, and Charlie Ivor, who donated his
time for this difficult task.
Two slabs have been earmarked for a bluff top
bench, an appropriate use for this beach landmark.

Significant Progress Made at Cooks Beach
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By Irene Leidner, Bonham Trail/Cooks Beach Project Coordinator

Progress! Despite a few challenges along the
way, significant progress has been made on the
Cooks Beach project. The finished bluff top area
above Cooks Beach is being enjoyed by many who
either have just a short time to visit or are unable

Steps down
to beach
Once
the redwood
slabs were
off the
beach,
RCLC
contractor
Charlie Ivor
could begin
preparation
Contractors Charlie Ivor and Brian Dillman, with
for the steps crew Dave Foster and Tom Lane, construct forms for
the footings.
by digging
down to
reach bedrock. Volunteers Ray Jackman, John
Moelter, Larry Nelson, Joel Chaban, and Bill Davy
worked with Charlie to move rocks and dig. And dig.
And dig some more. They finally made it down to
bedrock, but it was quite a bit below where they had
hoped it would be.
Cement was poured in late June. Now that the
steps are in place, trail improvements can be
completed.

Volunteers place shale on trail to beach

Photos on pages 4 & 5: Irene Leidner

to negotiate the trail to the beach. Shale and bender
board to control winter runoff have been laid on the
trail for the first 25 yards towards the beach, and
small pieces of driftwood have been placed along
its edge.

Digging and digging down to bedrock to place forms for steps.

Brian Dillman, Dave Foster, Charlie Ivor and Tom Lane (seated front) take
a break on the steps they have completed. The inlaid abalone shells on the side
add a decorative touch.
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Memorial and
Commemorative Gifts
Many donors contribute gifts to RCLC in
memory of friends, family members and
colleagues or to honor significant events in
people’s lives. These gifts are used to enhance
public enjoyment of our coastline and are a
wonderful legacy for those who wish to preserve
the beauty of our natural environment.

In Memory of
Marianne Ross

from Janann Strand

Eric Bradford

from Elizabeth Bradford

Bill McGrath

from Barbara Gomes

John Rodman

from Phil and Ann Graf

Harry & Phoebe Balch

from Richard & Marilynn Balch

Bill Darling

from Betty Jane Darling

Florence Van de Water
from Betty Athens
Jay Faulkner
Heinz Gewing
Barbara Gomes
Paula Gordon
Mary Sue Ittner &
Bob Rutemoeller
Ray & Colleen Jackman
Richard & Judy Knarr
Harry & Lois Lutz

Ray and Florence Van de Water
from Salmon River RD
Employee Committee

Dolly Miller

from Jim & Diane Cunningham

Marie Lombardini

from John & Jackie Petersen

Gifts from June 2007 through May 2008

RCLC wishes to thank the following people and organizations for their contributions.
Alexander, Gayle & Wanda
Swenson
Alexander, Tom & Ginger
Anderson, George & Kathie
Anderson, Ward & Betsy
Anonymous
Arkin, David & Anni Tilt
Athens, Betty
Bailey, Britt & Melissa Gosland
Balch, Richard & Marilynn
Bess, Marilyn & David
Biehler, Robert & Judith
Bollock, Max & Margo
Borg, Iris
Bower, Diana & Dave
Bradford, Elizabeth
Bray, Roz
Brayer, Mike & Annie
Brown, Ken & Marian
Brugler, Steve & Gayle
Burnett, Charlotte
Bush, Sandy & George
Butler, Jill
Carter, Robert & Grace
Chapman, Lewis
Chodroff, Paul & Brenda
Coasting Home,Cathleen
Crosby
Crooks, Ramona & Bill
Cunningham, Jim & Diane
Darling, Betty Jane
Davis, Michael & Lynn
Denevan, William & Susie
Donadio, David & Kristine
Downey, Joan & Wayne
Dreyer, Art & Penny
Duda, Carl & Roberta
Elias, Peter & Mary Williams
Endemann, Don & Heidi
Faulkner, Jay
Feraru, Rob
Fong, Gareth
Fox, John & Nancy
Frey, Joan C.
Friedland, Suzan & Karl Young
Gewing, Heinz
Gold, Denny
Gomes, Barbara
Gordon, Paula
Graf, Phil & Ann
Haas, George & Pat
Hamilton, Gail & Dave
Hanauer, Pete & Harriet
Harris, JoAnn
Hartman, William T.
Haworth, Marcia & Pat

Hayflick, Ruth & Leonard
Heimburger, Don & Marcia
Hendricks, Anne
Hichwa, Diane & Bryant
Hocker, Rose
Hooper, Gale
Horn, John & Katy
Hunter, Dard & Mary
Ingersoll, Marji & Tom
Inouye, Bill & Mary
Ittner, Bob & Linda
Ittner, Mary Sue & Bob
Rutemoeller
Jackman, Ray & Colleen
Johnson, JoAnn M.
Jones, Bruce & Sharon
Jones, Marigail
Jordan, Dave & PT Nunn
Keir, Linda
Kennedy, Cindy & Richard,
Kennedy & Assoc.
Klembeck, Frank & Helen
Knarr, Richard & Judy
Knebel, Jack & Linda
Kosso, Gene & Lee
Krieger, Carrie & Don
Lane, Mike & Donna
Lease, Bob & Sue
Leidner, Irene & Bill Davy
Likins, Jack & Paige
Lotter, Marcia
Lutz, Alyssa
Lutz, Harry & Lois
Lutz, Jennifer & Michael
Moelter
Mason, Kelly & Brent
Massara, Kathy & Dennis
Mattson, Peter & Patty
McElroy, Fred & Janet
Mengarelli, Chris & Dale
Elliott
Meral, Jerry & Barbara
Meyer, Diane
Morgan, Irena
Morris, Louisa
Murphy, Charlie & Kathleen
Sandidge
O’Rourke, Jack
Osteraas, David & Evelyn
Ours, Jake & Nicole
Owings, Randall
Perez, Tony & Linda
Perry, Bill
Petersen, John & Jackie
Porter, Dot

Rams, Roberta
Reimuller, Peter & Leslie
Lindborg
Rhyne, Mary
Roberts, Massomeh
Ruef, Dorothy
Saarni, Carolyn & Michael
Flynn
Salmon River RD Employee
Committee
Sanyal, Subir & Mary E
Sargent, Mary Jane
Scherer, Dorothy & Dick
Schimbor, Connie & Richard
Schnieders, Barbara & Wilhelm
Scholz, Dave & Charlotte
Schwab, Carl
Schwarzer, William & Anne
Seale, Ted & Cora Lee
Shanower, James & Karen
Short, Ruth A .
Shriver, Howard
Simmonds, Doug
Sinclair, Win
Sloane, Beverly
Smith, Harper & Scott
Souza, Clifford
State Coastal Conservancy
Stevenson, Janet
Strand, Janann
Suhr, Jim & Mary
Sundstrom, Robert & Roberta
Susalla, Harmony & Sus
Susalla, Nell
Taylor, Gail
Taylor, Jeri
Taylor, Phil
Teale, Mardi & Jim
Thiene, Sonja
Thomas, Lillian
Thompson, Kenneth
Thursday Ramblers
Tobkin, Dorothy
Toy, Bonnie & Arthur
Tyrnauer, Herb & Francesca
Vanguard Charitable
Endowment
Venolia, Jan & Wayne
Welsh, Frank & Judith Jones
Whitney, Joan & Bob
Whitridge, Jean
Whitted, John & Jean
Wittig, Eric & JoAnn
Wrenn, Ed
Yuen, Theresa & Pasteur

In Honor of
Sharon Nickodem
Mary Sue Ittner

from Gail Hamilton

Jack Neth

from JoAnn Harris

Rosemarie Hocker

from Dave & Charlotte Scholz

Mary Sue Ittner & Bob Rutemoeller
from Bob & Linda Ittner
Anne Hendricks

Local artist Jeani
Martini stands by
her painting “High
Point on Highway
One”which won
RCLC’s 2007 Art
In the Redwoods
Environmental
Award
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from Ruth A. Short

Visitors Enjoy Gualala Bluff Trail as Surf Center
Section Awaits Coastal Commission Decision
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Local environmental groups and a number of
individuals appealed the approval of landowner
John Bower’s application for armoring the bluff
behind the Surf Center to the California Coastal
Commission. At its April meeting the Commission
found substantial issues with this application and
will do their own evaluation of the merits of this
proposal and return the matter to the Commission
at an unknown later date for a decision. Until it is
known what will be permitted by the Commission,
RCLC must wait to complete the trail.
In the meantime volunteers continue ongoing
maintenance of the trail, weeding, watering, and
adding new gravel and a sign so the public will be RCLC volunteers and friends enjoy walk along southern end of Gualala Bluff
able to locate the finished parts of the trail. In May Trail behind Breakers Inn on the fourth of July.
RCLC bid on Horicon School students who had offered to work for three hours in pairs of two to earn money
for an eighth grade graduation trip. Thanks to a contribution from Cathleen Crosby and other RCLC donors
we had the services of four students who joined
volunteers to work on the trail. RCLC has also used
donations for the trail to hire someone to help a few
hours a week keeping the trail free of weeds.
The Gualala Bluff Trail is part of the California
Coastal Trail and in April insignias for the Coastal
Trail were added to the Bluff trail.
		
New volunteers to help with watering,
weeding, or monitoring the trail are always
welcome (both for regular and occasional help).
Call Mary Sue Ittner at 884-4824 or email her at
msittner@mcn.org if you are interested in learning
more or to volunteer. It’s a very beautiful place to
work and you often encounter enthusiastic people
who appreciate the trail and the efforts of volunteers
to take care of it.
Horicon students Erica Mendoza (left) and Amanda Sanchez pull weeds
along the bluff trail.

Gualala Bluff Trail Volunteers

The Gualala Bluff Trail is the result of the hard work of the many volunteers who have constructed it and are
continuing to maintain and monitor the trail each week. Volunteers for this past year include:
John Moelter
Jim Suhr
Ray Jackman
Jerry O’Brien
Don Mahaffey
Dard Hunter
Dave Scholz

Bob Aubrey
Max Anguillo
Harry Lutz
Lois Lutz
Irene Leidner
Bill Davy
Marty Linker

Mark Haveman
George Anderson
George Marshall
Sue & Bob Lease
Bob Rutemoeller &
Mary Sue Ittner

Harmony, Nell &
Sus Susalla
John & Jackie Petersen
Liz Redfield
Kathie Anderson
Trudy Armer

Paula Gordon
Chris, Chuck &
Tessa Howard
Nancy Killian
Gail Taylor
Cora Lee Seale
Carol & Steve Chell
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By Mary Sue Ittner, Gualala Bluff Trail Project Coordinator

New Sign For Bluff Trail Installed

Eric Cogdill, owner of the Surf Motel (left)
and RCLC Volunteers Ray Jackman and Bob
Rutemoeller stand by new improved sign for
Gualala Bluff Trail.
California poppies along the trail.
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PLEASE CHECK YOUR NEWSLETTER LABEL
An “07” in front of your name means that your most recent
contribution to RCLC was during this year. If there is no number to
the left of your name or an “07” (indicating that your last gift was in
2007) please consider making a contribution for this year to support
the work of the RCLC. A contribution form is printed on the return
envelope in this issue.
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